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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

Into

In order to communicate the gospel
effectively the Christian preacher needs to
have a thorough understanding of two things:
one is Scripture; the other is the culture
the preacher is addressing. Knowledge of
Scripture is for the Christian communicator
what knowledge of anatomy is for the
physician—you can’t operate without it. But

All

it’s not enough just to know what the Bible teaches. You must also know
how to explain and apply its truth to the context in which you live.
Haluk Bilgen brings both kinds of knowledge to Words of Hope’s
ministry in Turkey. He was born and raised in Turkey and has lived
there for the past 15 years. He understands Turkish culture and the
issues Turks have. Haluk was converted in the United States as a young
university graduate, went back to Turkey as an evangelist and pastor, and

The

eventually earned a master’s degree in theology. So Haluk also knows
the Bible. He loves Jesus, and he loves the people of his native land. His
radio and television programs are both biblical and relevant, and they
share the truths of God’s Word in a way that modern Turks can grasp and
understand.
There is a tremendous need for this kind of ministry in Turkey today,
since the vast majority of people there have at most only a vague and

World

distorted understanding of what Christianity teaches and what Christians
believe. I am thankful for Haluk and our other partners in Turkey. I’m
grateful not only that there are Christian radio stations operating in
Turkey today but also that there are gifted communicators who are giving
them something worthwhile to broadcast. Our dream is to expand the
reach of Christian media in Turkey until the whole nation can hear—and
understand—the good news of Jesus Christ.
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Haluk Bilgen

NEWS BRIEFS
New Projects Under Way in Albania

Pray for South Sudan

Words of Hope Albania and Radio 7 are teaming up for some

Ten thousand people have been killed and over half a million

exciting new projects. We are currently in the process of

displaced from their homes since civil war first erupted in

completing both an iPhone and an Android app in Albanian

South Sudan on December 15. Please join us in praying that

that will contain a daily Bible verse, daily meditation, Read the

the terms of the ceasefire will be fully implemented by both the

Bible in a Year, and the Albanian Bible. “I believe [these apps]

government and anti-government forces, and that all ethnic

will help Albanians across the world to read in Albanian and

violence between tribal groups will end. At this time Words of

grow in their devotional lifestyle,” shares Roni Prendi of Words

Hope’s Dinka broadcasters continue proclaiming messages of

of Hope Albania. Also in the works—an Albanian version of

peace and reconciliation for the region. Work on our new studio

Read the Bible in a Year that will be available on Kindle!

in Nasir has been delayeduntil it is safe to begin construction

A Strong Witness

there.

Ministry Expansion in Nepal

Words of Hope’s regional representative in the Synod of the
Heartland, Rev. Dave VanderLaan, has been diagnosed with a
glioblastoma. He is currently undergoing radiation treatment
and taking chemotherapy pills. The VanderLaan family’s
reaction to the news has truly been a testimony to our Creator.
They are full of gratitude and are trusting that Dave’s health
is being cared for by our Heavenly Father. So far, Dave has
experienced almost no side effects with the treatment, and we
are very thankful for that. Please keep this precious family in

Words of Hope Nepal’s current program, Krusko Yatra, or “The
Way of the Cross” has become a well recognized and admired
radio program. It is the only live-recorded sermon on any FM
station in Nepal that has high quality audio. People in the area
are asking for more such teachings, and efforts are currently
under way to produce a new, youth-oriented Nepali program.
More stations are requesting these programs, and new staff are
currently being trained for audio and video editing at the studio.

your prayers.
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A LIFE-SAVING
TAXI RIDE

God can speak to us anywhere—in a church sanctuary, at home
in our rooms, even in the backseat of a taxi.
Desperate Decisions
The taxi came to a stop in front of Zehra. Quickly she
opened the back door, stepped inside, and pulled the door
shut again behind her. Keeping her eyes carefully averted, she
asked the taxi driver to take her to the medical clinic.
As the taxi pulled away from the curb, Zehra folded her
jacket tighter around herself. She wouldn’t be able to hide her
secret much longer. That’s why she had made up her mind to
go to the clinic today. That’s why this was the only solution.
Zehra was pregnant. She was already a few months along,
and her boyfriend was long gone. In her initial panic Zehra
had confided the news to him. But she wouldn’t be making
that mistake again. This secret needed to disappear. After
many tears she had decided: abortion was the only way.

The voice was kind, but her eyes widened as she listened to the
words. It seemed as though he was speaking directly to her.
“This is not God’s will, this is killing a person. Always there’s
a way. Always God’s going to help you. If you are pregnant,
please keep your baby.”
Zehra began to cry uncontrollably. Wondering if something
on the program had upset her, the taxi driver reached out a
hand to change the station, but Zehra stopped him. The words
she heard did not anger or scare her; they gave her hope.
The voice Zehra heard on the radio that day was Soner
Tufan, founder of Radio Shema, Words of Hope’s partner
station in Turkey. As he spoke of God’s love and forgiveness,
Zehra gained courage. If God could forgive her and welcome
this child, maybe her family could too.

A Voice of Hope
Houses flashed past her window as the taxi driver fumbled
with the radio dial. She heard a man’s voice speaking in Turkish.
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Abruptly she asked the taxi driver to take her home.

Saved Lives
God gave Zehra the courage to tell her family that day.
And her family did not abandon her as she had feared. They
supported and cared for her throughout her pregnancy,
and when Zehra gave birth they accepted the baby girl with
open arms as a treasured member of the family.

Always there’s a way.
Always God’s going to
help you.
Zehra loves her daughter greatly and is so thankful
for the radio program that saved her baby’s life. Soon
after giving birth, she wrote a letter to Soner Tufan at
Radio Shema.
In that letter Zehra explained that the three-minute
radio clip she heard in the taxi that day saved not only her
daughter’s life but also her own.

Curious about the concept of a God who loves and
forgives, Zehra began attending a church in Ankara
after hearing the program in the taxi. The seed of faith
and hope that had been planted in her heart grew. After
several months of church attendance, Zehra asked Jesus
into her heart.

The Impact of Radio
We are thankful alongside Zehra—to God, through
whom all things are possible, and to our faithful supporters,
for their donations and prayers.
Words of Hope’s radio programming in Turkey can
be heard by millions of people. This is just one example
of how God’s Word can transform hearts and minds. We
don’t know exactly how many people are listening in to
the programs, but stories like this one confirm that Radio
Shema’s programs are having a powerful effect.
“This story gives me hope and encouragement to
strive to do better and reach people,” says Soner. “Radio
Shema is not only introducing Jesus Christ to people—
it’s saving lives.”
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THE OTHER HOLY LAND
When most Christians think of the Holy Land, they picture
Israel. Israel is the land of the Bible. The place where Jesus was
born. Where he lived, died, and rose again.
But fewer people realize that modern-day Turkey is home to
rich Christian history as well. In fact, so many ancient Christian
sites are located in Turkey that it has been referred to as “The
Other Holy Land.”
In Bible-times Turkey was known as Asia Minor, where
much of early church history took place. Christ’s followers were
first referred to as Christians at the church in Antioch, today the
Turkish city of Antakya. This ancient church still exists, set in a
cave in the mountainside.
The apostle Paul was born in Turkey and did much of his
mission work there. The seven churches that John addresses in
Revelation were all located in Turkey as well.
Cathedrals like the Hagia Sofia in Istanbul still stand,
showcasing the splendors of Byzantine architecture and detailing
the life of Christ with intricate mosaics.
Sadly, this rich Christian history is largely unknown or
unappreciated by the majority of Turkish citizens today. Turkey
now is nearly 97 percent Muslim. Many of the ancient churches
have been converted to mosques or museums. Locals even say
that to be a Turk is to be a Muslim.
This juxtaposition between ancient faith and modern life
in Turkey is troubling, but Words of Hope believes that God
can begin something new among the people here. We seek to
proclaim the love of Christ through radio broadcasts, and we
pray that through this medium God will rebuild his church in
the land where it was born.
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Background: Mosaic of Mary and Jesus in the Hagia Sophia.
Top: The Celsus library in Ephesus. Bottom: Fresco of Jesus in
the Sumela Monastery near the Black Sea coast.

CHRISTIAN HISTORY IN
TURKEY

To learn more about our current ministry work
in Turkey, watch this video at:
http://j.mp/turkeyWOH

STANDING FIRM IN THE FAITH
Orhan became a Christian two decades ago and felt
God calling him to Samsun, Turkey, because there were no
evangelical churches in the city of over one million people.
Since founding Agape Church there, he has received death
threats and was once kidnapped by men posing as police. He
now has a security guard with him at all times.
Vandals have repeatedly thrown rocks through the windows
of Agape Church, and a person was recently spotted attending
a service and making a list of names with the intent of later
persecuting members.
This past November, Orhan was even arrested on false
charges of prostitution and human trafficking of refugees.
The Alliance of Protestant Churches in Turkey called Orhan’s
detainment a “deliberate plot,” and Orhan was released from
jail after several days, once his accuser admitted to lying
about the story.
Despite years of harassment, Orhan’s congregation continues
to expand; 145 people have been baptized in Samsun, one of
the fastest growing cities in Turkey. While the church’s increase
is steady, Orhan says 20 to 30 people have stopped attending
because of peer pressure from their employers or school leaders.
Orhan says there is so much resistance to Christianity in the
Black Sea region because the area has a rich Christian heritage.
There are Greek and Armenian Orthodox churches throughout
the area, but the old buildings are either vacant or have been
converted into museums. Orhan says local leaders want to keep

Orhan’s mission is to see the gospel spread to everyone in
the province of Samsun. He sees media, especially radio, as the
strongest tool to spread the gospel throughout the Black Sea
area of Turkey.
“If we have radio here, we can bring God’s Word to people’s
homes, to their workplaces, wherever they are,” he said through
a translator. “They can hear God’s Word and learn and become
more interested and more knowledgeable about who Jesus is,
and then they will seek out the church.”
With radio, Orhan believes Agape Church will need a larger
building to accommodate its growth. His prayer is that God will
continue to provide so his ministry can utilize different tools to
preach the gospel.
Words of Hope is currently working to secure licensure in
order to provide radio for the people of Samsun.

historical ties to Christianity buried in the past.
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RADIO IS LIKE AN OLD FRIEND
Soner Tufan is a pioneer with a vision for the capital city of
Turkey. “In my life I want to see at least one million Christians
in Ankara.”
Radio Shema, Words of Hope’s partner station, was founded
in 1998. It was and remains the only Christian radio station in
Ankara, a city of about five million people. But starting a Christian
broadcast outlet in Turkey’s most powerful city was not easy.
Resistance came when Radio Shema began broadcasting
Bible passages on air. The station was fined repeatedly, but a
breakthrough came in 2007 when a Turkish high court ruled

Speaking of the culture of Turkey, Soner says Turks have an oral

in favor of Radio Shema, allowing the unrestricted airing of

tradition, meaning information is passed through spoken word

Christian passages and teachings.

more than in writing. Soner says this gives Radio Shema a unique
influence in breaking down falsehoods and stereotypes about

“In Turkey we have to fight for our rights; if you do not

Christians. “Radio is like an old friend; radio is not going to lie.”

fight, you cannot have freedom,” Soner told Words of Hope in
an interview.

Radio Shema’s programming is varied, with teachings from
Words of Hope’s Haluk Bilgen, Spotlight English language

The 2007 ruling set a precedent in Turkey, and other private

segments, and Christian music in both English and Turkish.

radio stations have used the Radio Shema decision as a defense in
other matters.

Many people have mailed letters to Radio Shema, saying they
are grateful for the Christian programming, even some who are

In Turkey, a country that is overwhelmingly Muslim, Soner says

not yet Christians. “The best way to reach people in Turkey is to

there are misconceptions about Christianity and its beliefs. Many

have a friendship,” Soner told Words of Hope. “We have just one

people hesitate to ask about Christianity and resist going to a

aim—God changed our lives; he healed us. We want to share this.”

church for fear of persecution, but “radio is safe,” Soner explained.

The view of Ankara from the offices of Radio Shema
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