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A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
As I write these words, I am in northeastern
India, in a mountainous region near the
border of Tibet. I have been traveling for the
past few days with my colleague from Back to
God Ministries International, Dr. Kurt Selles,
and with Dr. A.K. Lama, the newly appointed
director of our joint ministry in India. Kurt
and I came here primarily for the meeting that
approved the official transfer of leadership
to A.K., but we have traveled on with him to
help lead a training conference for pastors and
church leaders from this part of India.
Having watched him in action these past
few days, here are some of the words that come
to mind when I think about A.K.—passionate,
competent, evangelical, respected, smart,
dedicated. A.K. loves the Lord, he loves the
church, and he loves the gospel. He has a real
desire to help the church grow in the hard
places of South Asia, both through the use
of media and also through the training and
development of indigenous leaders—two things
to which Words of Hope is committed in all our
ministry fields. I am excited about A.K.’s joining
our team, and after reading the interview with
him in this Wavelength, I think you will be too.
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David Bast with Dr. A.K. Lama

NEWS BRIEFS

HOPE IN SOUTH SUDAN
While conflict continues in South Sudan despite attempts
at ceasefire, something encouraging has happened. Bishop
Alapayo Kuctiel, Words of Hope’s Dinka Ministry Leader, has
been preaching about peace and conflict resolution for months.
The governor of Lakes State, where Bishop Alapayo lives and
works, has always turned to magicians for spiritual matters,
but has now declared that the new Committee for Peace and
Reconciliation in South Sudan will be led by the Church. The
bishop believes that Words of Hope radio has played a part in
this government change. The bishop has encouraged the Dinka
people in the Lakes State to be hospitable to Nuer brothers
and sisters who have fled there for safety, even providing them
with land for farming. Nuers and Dinkas are currently living
peacefully together in this area of South Sudan.

MARADI DORMITORY COMPLETE
Vice President of International Ministry Lee DeYoung recently
traveled to Niger to attend the official opening and dedication of
the small dormitory building Words of Hope supporters raised
money for last year. This building sits adjacent to our existing
recording studio there. The dormitory will enable pastors and
lay leaders to meet for Bible study and training at the Words
of Hope broadcast facilities since they will have lodging during
their stay. At the dedication ceremony, the Evangelical Church
of Niger President Maiki Kadade spoke these words: “This
ceremony brings us a new opportunity to celebrate the grace of
the Lord. Broadcasts are now carried on more than 43 public,
private, and community radio stations in all regions of Niger.
May the Lord open the eyes of our hearts so that we perceive the
greatness of his grace as we invest back into his mission.”

ARABIC INTERNET OUTREACH
Words of Hope’s Arabic ministry partner, Middle East Reformed Fellowship (MERF), is sharing the gospel through the Internet. Every
day, two hours of Arabic gospel broadcasting are available online. The first hour is a live broadcast that includes spontaneous Skype
conversations with listeners. The second hour consists of short, pre-recorded broadcast segments, interspersed with music and listener
comments. Initial responses to the online broadcasts have been encouraging. The goal is to increase the amount of interactive broadcasts
over time, as they are especially attractive to younger Arabs, who make up the majority of the population.
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WREV. DR. A.K. LAMA
Words of Hope is excited to introduce
our new Director of Ministry to South Asia.
This is his story.

Q:

Were you born into a Christian home?

Q: How did you become a Christian?
A: In 1980, while I was studying veterinary science in Patna,
India, I came in contact with some Christian students whose
sincere love compelled me to join their Bible study group.
In this Bible study group I met more godly men and women
who encouraged me to ask questions and verbalize my
doubts as a Buddhist. They visited me when I was sick and
helped me financially when I was in crisis. They genuinely
loved me and cared for me.
I began to understand that Jesus was indeed the only true
Savior and God, but it was still very difficult for me to
embrace Christianity. My fear of persecution and the cost of
discipleship postponed my decision for Christ. In my state
(Arunachal Pradesh in northeast India), Christianity is an
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A: I was born in Nalanda, India, as the third
child of parents who came to India from
Tibet. My father was the adopted son of a
Buddhist Chinese monk from Shaolin who
built a Buddhist temple in Nalanda. My
parents looked after the management of the
temple, and they taught me all the religious
disciplines. I did not know any Christians
until I went to high school in another city.

illegal religion. Persuading anyone to convert to Christianity,
or converting yourself without the approval of the government,
is punishable by law (a fee and imprisonment for ten years
under the Indigenous Faith Bill of 1974). But finally, on
October 24, 1983, in an evening fellowship meeting, the Spirit
of God convicted me. I felt the awesome presence of God, and
I stood up with tears in my eyes. There was no more fear, but
only a desire to follow Jesus Christ for the rest of my life. That
evening Jesus forgave my sins and embraced me as his disciple.
I received the assurance of salvation, and Jesus Christ became
my personal Lord and Savior.

Q: How did you meet your wife?
A: My wife’s name is Asangla. She is a medical doctor, but she
also has a Master of Divinity and a Master of Arts in Counseling.

Q: What is it about Words of Hope’s ministry that
most excites you?
A: I am excited about the primacy of the preaching of the

Dr. Lama and his wife Asangla with their three children.
(Left to right) Dr. Lama, Neema, Asangla, Joshua, and Sonam.
She left her profession so that we can serve the Lord together.
We met each other in high school. She was already a devout
Christian by then. When I came to know the Lord, I thought
of her family, as they were the first Christians I had known.
Since she was also actively involved in the InterVarsity group
at her medical college, we got reconnected. We got married in
1988, and now are blessed with three wonderful children.

Q: How have your children changed your lives?
A: My oldest daughter Sonam (24, Architecture), younger
daughter Neema (21, Pre-Med) and son Joshua (19, Business
Management) are all different in their nature. The Lord has
used them to help me become a better father, pastor, and
Christian leader. They are the first church congregation to
whom I am a pastor, and of course they are my cheerleaders.
I am encouraged to serve the Lord with their help.

Word of God and our commitment to taking the gospel to
unreached places. The gospel is the power of God. I have
experienced it, and I have seen many lives transformed.
There are places where the gospel has not yet been preached,
but there are also places where the gospel has not had much
effect on the minds and hearts of people (so called nominal
Christianity). No matter how many churches are planted or
baptisms reported from these regions, if there is no Christlike transformation, the gospel needs to be preached again and
again through all means possible. The commitment of Words
of Hope to use radio and other media to reach a larger number
of listeners is an effective way to do this.

Q: What future goals do you have for Words of Hope’s
ministry presence in South Asia?
A: I see social changes occurring in our Asian society. Not
many of us would have thought that Facebook and Twitter
would become so important, or that cell phones full of apps
would become so essential to everyday life. All for the glory
of God and to serve him effectively, we need to lend our ear to
the gentle whispering voice of the Lord who speaks to us not
only through the Scriptures, but also through his community.
Our principles and essentials are right on target. Our content
is intact. Probably, in our Asian context, we will need to be
flexible to adjust our formats and strategies. The Lord and his
people will surely guide us in this matter. Please pray for Asia.

Rev. Dr. A.K. Lama
preaching in
Bangladesh.
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SOUTH ASIA MINISTRY

past, present, & future

Stephen Paul has been preaching and evangelizing
through Words of Hope for 36 years. In 1978, Stephen
began producing Words of Hope’s first Hindi program.
He would continue producing these programs for 20
years, coordinating musicians and speakers.
As Words of Hope’s variety of South Asian language
broadcasts began to increase, it became apparent that a
ministry leader was needed on the ground to coordinate
the efforts, and Stephen stepped into the role.
With the primary responsibilities
of producing programs now falling
to others, Stephen was free to
expand ministry potential in
other ways. Christian books were
translated from English into Hindi
as discipleship resources, and
First Hindi
radio program

Volunteers assist with
increased broadcasting
and Hindi music
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Stephen Paul becomes
Director of Ministry
for South Asia

a monthly Hindi
magazine called
“Christian Calling”
was produced.
In the last few years, Stephen
organized a team of volunteers to
lead efforts in program production,
seminars and training, listener follow-up, and children’s
ministries. The Lohardaga Ministry Center was also
completed, housing a recording studio for tribal Indian
languages, computer training, a wellness clinic, and a
discipleship center.
Words of Hope is so grateful for the faithful service
of Stephen Paul. As he retires this year, he will be missed
by many, but we know that his legacy of faithfulness will
continue to help spread Christ’s gospel for years to come.
Stephen Paul forms a Ministry
Advancement Team to help
with listener follow-up

Books are translated
from English to Hindi,
“Christian Calling” is started

Lohardaga
Ministry Center
complete

SAVED AND SUSTAINED
Mamta’s husband was an alcoholic. He spent a major portion of the family earnings on liquor every
week, harming his own health in the process.
Overwhelmed by the challenge of bringing up their five
children in such an uncertain environment, Mamta engaged
in Hindu religious activities to earn favor from the gods. She
longed for her family to live happily and peacefully, but her
husband’s drinking got worse and their children fell sick for
lack of nourishment. Mamta felt helpless.

Through Mamta’s godly example, her husband is now
able to take better care of the family. He still struggles with
drinking, but he is getting better. The children are doing
better physically and emotionally as well, and Mamta now
has the Lord to sustain her so she can be a source of strength
for her family.

One day she heard the Words of Hope Garhwali program
on the radio. She paused to listen to the message being spoken
in her own tongue. She heard about a Savior called Jesus who
had given his life to save her from sin and misery. She dialed the
phone number given at the close of the program.
After talking on the phone with Mamta, our producer went
over to visit her and told her about Jesus Christ, the one who
could redeem her. She trusted in Christ and asked him to give
joy and peace to her family.

FREEDOM IN CHRIST
Piyush Ranjan came to know the Lord through Words of Hope’s radio program, Mahima ke Vachan.
But Piyush’s family could not accept that their son and sibling had adopted Christianity.
They tried to convince
Piyush to revert back to
Hinduism, and when he
refused, they physically
assaulted him and locked
him in an empty room of
the house.
His family passed
Piyush’s meals through
bars in the window—
treating him like a
prisoner. They took away his Bible and his cell phone, hoping
that in the face of such opposition, he would desert his new faith.
Piyush tried to reason with his family. He told them about
Jesus and the gospel story, but they refused to listen.

One day, Piyush managed to escape from the house
unseen. On his own now, he moved to Ranchi to secure an
apartment and a job.
Today, Piyush continues to listen to Words of Hope’s Hindi
program. “The program is my spiritual nourishment daily,” he
says. He has a Bible again and reads it in order to learn about
the promises and commands of God.
We are so thankful for Piyush’s faith, yet saddened by the
trials he has had to endure because of it. Thanks to supporters
like you, Words of Hope radio programs continue to provide
comfort for Piyush, even during his loneliest times.
Our prayer is that someday, Piyush’s family may come to see
the error of their ways, and join Piyush in the walk of faith.
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ANNUAL REPORT

SOUTH ASIA

stats & stories

Iran is one of
the ten countries
where persecution
of Christians is
most severe.

“The Holy Spirit is doing amazing
work in the lives of many new
believers. The radio ministry has
helped many churches to expand
in new areas for evangelism. God
has opened doors for the gospel,
and new house fellowship groups
are sprouting. They are getting
spiritual strength from the radio.”
— Producer Sadiq Masih

NIGER
“Niger, although heavily Islamized,
remains open to the gospel.”
— Broadcaster Sani Nomaou

Turkey is
97% Muslim.
Arabic broadcasts
reach out to the 21
nations of the Arab
League and beyond.

Indonesia is made
up of over 6,000
inhabited islands.

ALBANIA

Thank you for your generous support this past year.
Because of donors like you, more and more people are coming
to know Christ as Savior and Lord in the hard places of the world.

FINANCIAL SUMMARY

“I listen to Words of Hope daily,
and personally your program has
helped me to understand many
things about my struggles. These
words were like an answer from
God in times when I desperately
needed him. Thank you for your
faithful ministry!”
— Listener response

*Reflects fiscal year 2013-14

SOUTH SUDAN

Other 2.9%

5.6% Growth Campaign

Businesses 2.7%

“People come and want to be
baptized because of what they
have heard over the radio. It is
very transformational.”
— Producer John Jurkuch

61% International

11.7% Estates

INCOME

EXPENSES

$3.1 million

$3.1 million

Individuals 47.5%
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9.7% Investment

“There is a deep-seated need
being met as a result of the radio
English
ministry. It is a great opportunity
and a tool we are using to reach
Promotion
out to people.”
— Producer Samuel Oyirwoth
The view of Ankara from the offices of Radio Shema

4.1%

19.8%

Churches

UGANDA

20%

Administrative

14.8%

