NEWS BRIEFS
WOH board members gather

PASSION, PERSEVERANCE, PATIENCE, AND PRAYER
Niger needs ordained ministers

The Psalmist declares “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens! Let your glory be over all the
earth!” (Ps. 57:11). This is our passion at Words of Hope! We are blessed to continue to make a
difference in reaching others with the gospel and exalting the name of the Lord.
As the director of development, I have the privilege of meeting and talking with many of you
who share the vision of reaching others with the gospel. We are also blessed to work with
Christians throughout the world and empower them as they share the gospel and change
hearts and souls for Christ.
To accomplish our mission takes passion, perseverance, patience, and prayer. The Lord has
blessed these efforts for over 65 years. Today we face significant challenges in our culture,
churches, and communities to continue to advance this “Great Commission” calling. To think
otherwise would be foolhardy. Yet we also move forward with confidence that the Lord will
provide for our needs.

On September 20-21, board members, staff, and international
ministry leaders gathered together in Holland, MI, for Words of
Hope’s annual board meeting. The purpose of this meeting is to
report on the previous year and look forward to the years ahead. It
is also a wonderful time to connect with leadership from around the
world. This year there were representatives from Indonesia, Uganda,
Niger, and Iran. The annual meeting coincides with an anniversary
banquet attended by over three hundred supporters of the ministry.

To enter the ministry in Niger you first become an evangelist.
After a few years of service you become a pastor. Then
after more study and training you can become ordained.
Broadcast partner Sani Nomaou has gone through this
process and bears the title Reverend. However, Sani in only
one of nine fully-ordained ministers in a country of over 16
million people.

Volume 1 | Number 4

WAVELENGTH

Autumn 2012 | woh.org

In this Issue:
• Worth the Risk
• News Briefs
• South Asia Ministry Map

I ask for your continued support of Words of Hope. Please help us in making His name known among the nations.
In His service,
Todd Schuiling

BUILDING THE CHURCH IN THE “HARD PLACES”

Albanian ministry has lasting legacy

Words of Hope is different from other
international ministries. We have a passion
that others don’t. We care deeply about people
living in the “hard places” of the world.

What is a hard place?
Visit
A recent meeting of the Rocky Mountain Classis took a
surprising turn following a presentation by a Words of Hope
board member. A woman stood and told how, years ago, she
was recruited into the Albanian army. She owned a radio but
was only allowed to listen to state-run programs on it. One day,
instead of tuning to her regular program, she took a risk and
started scanning the stations. At that time, everyone in Albania
was legally declared an atheist. But when she heard the gospel
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being read over the radio she couldn’t stop listening, and that
very day she gave her life over to Christ.
Listeners were moved to tears as they realized that the program
that had reached her was likely an early Words of Hope
broadcast. In a time when faith was forbidden in her country,
God reached out to this woman in a wonderful way.

www.WOH.org/resources/videos
to view our newest video and learn more about
our work around the world.

WATCH THE VIDEO TODAY!
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Rajesh Mansell believes that spreading the
gospel to northern India is worth the risk

dirt road. The roads hadn’t gotten any safer since the accident, but Rajesh
believed this trip would be worth the risk.
He arrived at Babita’s family home and began to tell them more about
Jesus. The family requested a prayer for Babita. While Rajesh prayed,
Babita began to move her hands. Then her legs. After a few minutes she
was able to get up and walk without help. The family knelt down and
surrendered themselves to Christ that same evening.

Opening Church Doors
Rajesh’s dedication to connecting with listeners attracted the attention
of a Christian leader who told Rajesh about a church in the area that
had been empty for several years. He suggested Rajesh begin conducting
Sunday services for the listeners in the area. Rajesh felt the Lord was in
this invitation and soon began holding services. Both listeners and former
members began to attend, and the church soon doubled in size from its
previous peak attendance.

“On the (very rough) ground”
When the engine on his motorcycle roared to life, Rajesh
Mansell wasn’t thinking about the danger. India has one of the
highest rates of motorcycle accidents. Forty percent of people killed
and injured on Indian roads are motorcyclists. As he bounced
along the rocky road Rajesh accepted these risks but didn’t dwell on
them. But when he lost his grip on the handles of the motorcycle
and he, his wife, and his young daughter crashed to the ground,
Rajesh must have wondered, “Is it worth it?”
There are few guardrails in the Himalayas, so it was providential
that the bike struck a boulder rather than plummeting 300 feet
onto the rocks below. By God’s protection Rajesh and his family
suffered only minor injuries in the crash.

Can Jesus Heal Me Too?
When you live in northern India, to brave a journey over the
mountains (and every journey is over some mountain) you have
to believe your trip is worth the risk. As Words of Hope’s Garhwali
program director, Rajesh visits churches, listeners, and fellow
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Christians throughout the Garhwal region who have responded to
his weekly radio program. Each time he starts his motorcycle he
confirms his belief that what he’s doing is worth the risk: sharing
the gospel with people living in places other Christians can’t easily
reach.
One such person is Babita, a young lady who suffered a stroke
that paralyzed the right side of her body. Doctors couldn’t help her
and her parents lost hope. Babita herself was beginning to accept
that she might never again move on her own.
Babita was trying to forget her problems for a few minutes by
listening to the radio. She heard Rajesh’s voice telling the story of
Jesus healing an invalid. Babita couldn’t stop thinking about this
story. She called the number from the program and asked if this
Jesus could heal her too.

Pick Up Your Mat
When the call came in, Rajesh knew he had to go see Babita.
He filled up his tank and soon his tires were skidding across the

“”

Now I am an active member of
church and totally devoted to Christ

“”

A Christian named Kirti Bhushan exemplifies the effect of Words of
Hope’s ministry, “A few years back my life was miserable. My friends were
bad and I was destroying my body. I came to know Jesus through Brother
Rajesh. I met him and he guided me in how to receive Jesus Christ as my
Savior. I started listening to the Garhwali program and learned more about
God. Now I am an active member of church and totally devoted to Christ
Jesus.”

Every journey is risky. When Rajesh heads out on a visit, he takes a risk.
When he opens the doors of the church, there is risk. When Babita takes
a wobbly step, when people walk to church, when Kirti walks with Jesus,
in all these journeys there is risk. But there is also faith. All these people
believe the same thing: the journey to Jesus is worth the risk.

v

Top: A Garhwali family who met with Rajesh at their
mountain home
Middle: The Garhwal Himalayas
Bottom: Rajesh records programs weekly

I call my “Horatio File.” It’s from a scene in Hamlet where Hamlet

just an accident on a bad road? Was it some freak occurrence?

and fear of the enemy must not stop us—something Rajesh

All photos are by staff and volunteers of
Words of Hope unless otherwise noted.

tells his friend, “There are more things in heaven and earth,

Or was a sinister power at work? Maybe it was all three.

remembers every time he gets on his bike. Rajesh is Words of

Horatio, than are dreamt of in your philosophy.” When I hear of
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•

Dogri family with the radio they use to
listen to Words of Hope programs

•

Significant Tibetan groups exist in India, Nepal,
and Bhutan.
According to UNESCO Garhwali is categorized
as an “unsafe” language because the number of
speakers is dropping rapidly.
The Himalayas has most of the tallest mountains
in the world. This intense geography influences
every aspect of life, including travel, weather,
politics, agriculture, and religion.
Dogri is spoken by 5 million people in both India
and Pakistan.
295 million people speak Hindi in India. That
is about the size of the entire population of the
United States.
Where most of the northern India area is Hindu
or Muslim, the country of Bhutan is almost exclusively Buddhist.
The majority of Christian mission work in South
Asia is focused on southern India, that is why
Words of Hope works primarily in the North.

A Dzongkha family works in the
mountains of Bhutan

his bike skidded Rajesh was blinded by a flashing light. Was it

Rajesh Mansell’s story is filed there. What the account of his

•

Worth the Journey

I keep an informal list of odd happenings in my head, in what
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some strange inexplicable event I put it in my “Horatio File.”

•

•

of Hope to raise awareness of the work being
done around the world by our ministry
partners.

Copyright 2012 by Words of Hope.

South Asia Ministries

GARHWALI
DOGRI
HINDI
NEPALI
TIBETAN
DZONGKHA

The apostle says that “we wrestle not with flesh and blood,
but against . . . the spiritual forces of evil” (Eph. 6:12). In many of

The thing to remember is that we serve a sovereign God,

A group of Hindi listeners gather in
a home for a worship service

Hope in the Garhwal. We believe what he does—and what we do
throughout the world—is worth the risk.

the places Words of Hope is working this conflict is very evident,

accident (see above) doesn’t say is that it happened as he was

even though it seems hard to believe for those of us raised in the

passing through an area known for witchcraft, and that just before

rationalism of western societies.

Garhwali listeners with their radio after
meeting with Words of Hope staff
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A group of young Tibetan boys
stand outside a buddhist temple

Nepali ministry director Arbin
Pokharel
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To enter the ministry in Niger you first become an evangelist.
After a few years of service you become a pastor. Then
after more study and training you can become ordained.
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BUILDING THE CHURCH IN THE “HARD PLACES”

Albanian ministry has lasting legacy

Words of Hope is different from other
international ministries. We have a passion
that others don’t. We care deeply about people
living in the “hard places” of the world.

What is a hard place?
Visit
A recent meeting of the Rocky Mountain Classis took a
surprising turn following a presentation by a Words of Hope
board member. A woman stood and told how, years ago, she
was recruited into the Albanian army. She owned a radio but
was only allowed to listen to state-run programs on it. One day,
instead of tuning to her regular program, she took a risk and
started scanning the stations. At that time, everyone in Albania
was legally declared an atheist. But when she heard the gospel
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being read over the radio she couldn’t stop listening, and that
very day she gave her life over to Christ.
Listeners were moved to tears as they realized that the program
that had reached her was likely an early Words of Hope
broadcast. In a time when faith was forbidden in her country,
God reached out to this woman in a wonderful way.

www.WOH.org/resources/videos
to view our newest video and learn more about
our work around the world.

WATCH THE VIDEO TODAY!
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